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Welcome to the first of our fortnightly newsletters for parents, where we endeavour to keep you

informed of what is going on with our students.

Winter Wonderland

Once again, snow was falling all over the country
during the first week of term. Huntington battled to
stay open for as long as possible but on Friday 8
Wl ydzZ NBE HAawmnZX
over 20 years. Following epic snowball fights, many
snow angels and some impressive snowmen on the
field, the first weeks back have certainly been
eventful. Exams have continued as planned to the
relief of those taking them and will continue to take
place as scheduled. Should extreme weather occur,
announcements will be made on Minster FM by
7.30am with further information.

Lizi Legge

The International Baccalaureate Diploma
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The International Baccalaureate Diplonisibrand
new to Huntington School and offers Sixth Form
students an alternative to traditional A Levels. IBD
students are given the opportunity to study six
different subjects, one from each area of study.

Studentsare also given the opportunity to decide
which three subjects they would like to study at
higher level and which three subjects they would
like to study at standard level. This means that not
only do IBD students gain a very broad spectrum of
knowledge but they can also choose to specialise in
their favourite subjects.

At the coreof the IBD is a triad of additional
activities and disciplines: CAS, Theory of Knowledge
and the extended essay. CAS stands for Creativity,
Action and Service and is similar to the PDP
programme that A level students take partin on
Wednesday afternoons.
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Theory of knowledgas a subject based around the
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students are encouraged to think critically about
knowledge, question any pre-conceptions they may
have and evaluate the incredible amount of
information that they encounter every day.

The extended essagives IBD students the
opportunity to develop their skills of research and
extended writing. Working on a topic of their own
choice from within the curriculum students then
write a 4000 word essay discussing their topic.
Students are also given a supervisor who will guide
them through the process of writing and research.
This is an excellent project in terms of preparing
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study this new programme |
caught up with Sixth Form

student Jessie Haughton-Shaw
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at Millthorpe School and then
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Chris:So, what subjects are you taking Jessie?
%egsielim);agir}g applied-maths, ESS (Environmental
Systems and Societies) and French at standard level
and History, English Literature and Theatre Studies
at higher level.

Chris:Which is your favourite subject and why?
JessieEnglish and Theatre Studies are probably my
favourites, but to be honest they've always been my
favourites; the enjoyment of them has been
extended this year though. The texts in both subjects
are really gripping, and | find that the two subjects
link together in really interesting ways.

Chris:How have you found the transition from GCSE
to IBD level?

JessieSince | didn't study GCSEs here, it's difficult to
say how much is the transition between courses, and
how much is the transition between schools. | will
say that it's nice to have a more relaxed classroom
environment, and although the increase in work has
been tough, | knew it would be so, no-matter how |
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To inspire confident learners who will thrive in a changing world
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Chris:What do you like about the IBD?

JessieThe small classes create a really close relationship The Personal Development Programmieown as PDP, plays a big
between the people, and the courses for each subject are part in the school life of every Sixth Form student. Every Wednesday
fantastic. | love the way that the subjects link together: studying afternoon students take part in an activity of their choice. The list of
plays in English that we later perform in Theatre Studies etc. possible activities is extensive and includes pursuits such as

Community Service, First Aid and Spanish, to name just a few.
Chris:What do you dislike about the IBD?

JessieThe small group does mean that you only ever see the However, at the start of this academic year a new programme was

same 11 people, which can be a little frustrating. However I think also added to the list of choices ¢ Art for Others. The idea behind

the small group size can be put down to this only being the first this programme is simple, to create Art Work for other people,

year the school has run the programme. whether this be around school or within the wider community.

Chris: What would you say to students considering taking the 1B
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Jessieif you're up for the work, it's got some amazing courses
and some lovely people already studying in it. | would certainly
recommend it.

Chris Chadwick

Charity Work: Pencil Case Appeal

. A— . After an inspirational visit to
Africa last summer Bethany
~| Cambridge in Year 13 decided
= | she wanted to make a difference.
~ | Bethany headed out to Kenya

where she lived in a small village
- for amonth, changing the lives
- of the children there by building
classrooms. Her trip involved
charity work such as this, reaching the summit of Mount Kenya
and taking children of Tigithi Primary School to the beach for the
first time. She believes that every child has the right to an
education and she is calling upon Huntington School students to
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dramatically improve the education of the children she helped so
much. Her aim is to get 500 pencil cases (enough for one per
student) and a 50p donation to cover shipping costs. At the
moment, class sizes are around 50 students to a teacher with the
students often having to share 1 ruler between 10 students.
Bethany would like as many people as possible to participate by
donating pens, pencils, rubbers, rulers and pencil cases.
Everything donated is greatly appreciated no matter how cheap;
as long as it works, it will be sent off to Kenya. Students are also
welcome to include a photo of themselves and letter to the child
receiving the pencil case, should they wish to do so. Appeals such
as this are invaluable to the pupils in Kenya as their work ethic is . . .
incredible when they have so few resources. More details of this Other studentsin the group had a different idea however, and set
appeal will be sent home via letters before February half term. about creating original pieces of art. Each student in this group
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£2000 with some fundraising within school as well as out of group. These works could then be put together and displayéd in the
school events, so look out for posters advertising these. Bethany Sixth Form common room.
will feature again in the newsletter with the results of her appeal,
but for now, good luck!
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At the beginningof the programme students were asked to scout
around the school to look for potential locations that could do with
brightening up. Many students decided to start on their doorsteps
and decorate the school art rooms. However this idea was far from
lacking in ambition as the students decided they would attempt to
recreate works by world famous artists.

Here are somdine examples of the work created by students last

Lizi Legge term.
Anyone who would like to get involved may be interested in Featured artists: Natalie Dobson, Holly Pycroft and Linn-Marie
. SO Ky & QawwditioiptikalyShsol.weebly.com Waterud.

Chris Chadwick

To inspire confident learners who will thrive in a changing world


http://www.tigithiprimaryschool.weebly.com/

