
 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Parental Newsletters 
Welcome to the next instalment of our fortnightly newsletters for parents, where we 
endeavour to keep you informed of what is going on  at Huntington School. 

News for parents 

 

YEAR 10 PARENTS’ 

EVENING: 

WEDNESDAY 3 

FEBRUARY, 

4.30PM—7.00PM 

 

SCHOOL CLOSES 

FOR HALF TERM ON 

FRIDAY 12 

FEBRUARY AND  

RE-OPENS ON 

MONDAY 22 

FEBRUARY 
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To inspire confident learners who will thrive in a changing world 

Haiti 
Celebrities such as Mariah Carey and 
Robbie Williams are joining together to 
create a single in aid of the earthquake in 
Haiti so Huntington wants to do its bit too. 
On 12 January 2010 a devastating 
earthquake measuring 7.0 on the Richter 
Scale struck the country of Haiti. Though 
Haiti often falls victim to vicious weather 
and is prone to earthquakes, the 2010 
earthquake is the worst the country has 
experienced in 200 years.  

The capital, Port-au-Prince, was struck and 
now tens of thousands of people are 
feared dead with many more injured. 
News of death tolls rising, many people 
left homeless or injured and devastation 
throughout the country reached the UK in 
shocking reports and aid agencies acted 
immediately. Huntington School will be 
holding its second non-uniform day this 
academic year on Friday 29 January. 
Contributions will go towards helping 
those left to re-build lives shattered by the 
earthquake in less than a minute.  
 
Collection buckets have also been left in 
the Dining Hall and Sixth Form common 

room to give the students the chance to 
donate their spare change.  
 
Before the earthquake Haiti was corrupted 
by gangs and in many places people lived in 
extreme poverty. As a result, the 
earthquake has led to problems with 
looting; there are also many children left 
orphaned. The lack of resources has led to 
many countries uniting to help in any way 
possible by administering medical help and 
providing shelters. All money raised will 
certainly be greatly appreciated by the 
people of Haiti and, should parents and 
students wish to donate further, this can be 
done through the UNICEF website among 
others.   
Lizi Legge 
 
Freeplay 
Join the group: Thursdays, 3:30pm until 
5.00pm in PO2. 
 
Watch the show: Thursday 4 February 2010 
in PO2, admission £1; all proceeds will be 
donated to the Haiti relief effort. 
 
Every Thursday after school a rather bizarre 
meeting takes place in the Drama 
department: the improvisational theatre 
group Freeplay.  Freeplay was originally the 
brainchild of former Sixth Form student, 
Richard Wade, but is now going strong in its 
second generation under the leadership of 
current Sixth Form student, Dom Littler.  
Freeplay is open to all students from Years 
9 to 13;  it offers students a place to be 
creative and imaginative, a place where 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ άŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅέΦ 
 



 

 

To inspire confident learners who will thrive in a changing world 

 
There are no scripts involved in Freeplay, instead the 
fun is centred on improvisational Games. 
 
Below: Two students strike a pose at Freeplay last 

Thursday. 
At the start of each scene the participants are given a 
scenario or objective to improvise around.  Sometimes 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ƛǎ ǾŀƎǳŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Ǉǳōέ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
three detectives at the scene of a car crash, but the 
ǘǿƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƛŦƛŜŘ ƎǊƛȊȊƭȅ ōŜŀǊǎΦέ {ŎŜƴŜǎ 
can also be centred on an objective such as the game 
άǇŀǊƪ ōŜƴŎƘέΣ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴŜ ŀŎǘƻǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƻǊŎŜ 
the other to leave the bench using their weird and 
wonderful improvisational skills 
 
As you can imagine, some very interesting scenes are 
produced, often with dashes of laugh-out-loud 
ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǿƛǘΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ 5ƻƳΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ 
the group has honed its improvisational skills and 
plans to put on a show next Thursday lunchtime  
(4 February) in PO2. Tickets will cost just £1 and all 
proceeds will be donated to the Haiti relief effort.  

Chris Chadwick 
Police Support in School 
As many students may have seen Huntington welcomes 
a team of Police Community Support Officers into the 
school every Monday.  Recognisable by their uniforms, 
John Armstrong and his team regularly come into school 
ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀ ΨŘǊƻǇ-ƛƴ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΩ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎ ς held in 
the Drama corridor every Monday lunchtime ς 
welcomes any Huntington student who wishes to know 
more about important issues such as bullying, domestic 
violence and personal rights.  

The scheme is very helpful for students as it offers 
support and can put students in contact with people 
who can help them, should they need it.  

The Community Support Officers also work closely with 
Year 8 classes as part of the Citizenship programme; 
these lessons cover areas such as drug abuse, peer 
pressure, theft and anti-social behaviour, and teach the 
students how the police deal with such matters. The 
scheme has proven to be very successful in school and 
will continue in the years to come. 

Lizi Legge 

 
Would you like your children to be happier, fitter and 

healthier? 
Then join MEND! 
 
MEND is a FREE, fun and friendly programme for 7 ς 13 
year olds to become happier, fitter and healthier. The 
programme is for 10 weeks and includes: 

Weekly games and activities including swimming for 
children; 
Workshops and discussions for parents; 
Learning about how to make activity fun; 
Practical demonstrations, games and tips about 
healthy foods, reading labelling and portion sizes. 

 
Places on the programme are limited so ring today to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΗ 
 
Contact Programme Manager Liz Burkinshaw 01904 
553440 to see if your child qualifies and how to register 
for the programme. 
 
For further information, please contact Mr Currie in the 
PE Department. 


