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New Developments at Huntington School
Chris Chadwick took a few minutes to catch up with Mr Tomsett to quiz him about the new developments at
Huntington School

Chris: What changes are going to be taking place in school?

Mr Tomsett: There are four main strands of change that we plan to implement in school, the first of which is to ensure
that teachers are given the opportunity to deliver as many outstanding lessons as possible. This will mean that on
alternate Mondays we would like to end school at 2.30 pm and all staff would have two hours of training time frem 2.45
4.45 pm. This would help us become better teachers and so students would enjoy more high quality lessons. We are in
the process of consulting with parents about changing to an earlier finish on every other Monday and there is some work
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The second strand involves improving the quality of literacy. Literacy standards are dropping and if students lose the
ability to speak, listen, write and read well then it becomes difficult to access the rest of the curriculum.

Thirdly we need to find a curriculum that enthuses, delights and engages young people. We think we engage well with
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jumping through the examination hoops. We need to find the courage to have a curriculum that is engaging all the way
through, and still get great examination results.

Lastly we think school feels very big and we would like make the school feel smaller. We want to physically move to a
House system which splits the school into four blocks. For example G block would be a House on its own. Each block
would have a Head of House and all of his or her students would be within 30 metres of him or her. We hope that this
will create sense of a smaller community. There is really good research by the Gates Foundation that suggests that the
bigger the school the greater the correlation between students not having a sense of identity. It is suggested that this
leads to more graffiti, more vandalism and more antipathy towards the school. We want students to feel listened to and
feel a sense of belonging. Our House system would allow us to track the academic progress of students more closely so
that all students attain well above their own expectations. Essentially all of this should underpin the outstanding lessons,
the drive on literacy and the engaging curriculum.

Chris: How will this affect the day to day routine of students?

Mr Tomsett: We think that on alternate Mondays next year students will finish their formal learning at 2:30pm. At that
time they will be allowed to go home if they wish. However, we also want to create facilities for students to study
independently if they want to. The whole drive is towards encouraging independent learners.

We are also considering making lunch time later so that we have two periods then break, two periods then lunch, one
more period and then home. We want to bring more learning before lunchtime. What students may not realise is that
when we have a windy lunchtime, behaviour tends to be wilder. So the more work we can get done before lunch time

the better.

Chris: When will all these changes take place?
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have refined the core proposals. If the Governors are happy with the plans and are happy with the feedback we have
had about the plans, then we would like to formally consult with parents and then implement most of the changes by

September 2010.
There are already lots of things that we are starting to do about issues such as literacy. We want to have a reading
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just for five minutes we want to have everyone to take some time out just to read a book.

Chris: What signs will you be looking for to tell you that the changes are having a positive effect on the school?

Mr Tomsett: We will identify several measures. For instance, if in three or four years time we look at the literacy levels
of the school and see that they have improved and we look at the results of GCSE and A level examinations and see
improvements, we will know we are on the right track.

After observations of lessons by the school and OFSTED we would also like to see more lessons being graded
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We would like to see the House system improve behaviour. This would mean that the Heads of House would spend less
of their time investigating behaviour issues and more time monitoring the academic progress of students.

All of our planned developments, when combined, should raise standards in the school and make us a quite outstanding
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To inspire confident learners who will thrive in a changing world



School Council Conference
The Huntington School Student Council organised a

conference for schools across York last week. Chairman
Jack Capstaff and his team of students from across the
year groups put on a brilliant day which other students
found very helpful and informative. Following Maysoun .
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amongst the groups with five giant games of Twister. The
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commenced with a variety of workshops. Miss McAlpine
led groups through a debating workshop where they
learnt the rules of debating and argued different topical
subjects such as curfews and the legal drinking age.
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Other workshops included environmental issues, public Terracotta Army in Xian, following an overnight train
speaking and creating a council campaign.

journey, Forbidden City, the Temple of Heaven and the

After a buffet lunch the students proceeded to a DNBFG 2Ftt 2F /KAyl® ¢KS 3INEM
WydzSaidazy ¢AYSQ asaarzy Ay GPRE Beipgagdpiayee aF the Rpohoy ek ing & a NI
Uttley and featuring two Huntington School students; Beijing they saw Tiananmen Square, the site of
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Secondary Education; and Carol Runciman, Executive Beijing, are the tombs of 13 emperors of China.
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During the session the panelists tackled issues such as The Great Wall of China was a highlight of the visit for

recycling and obesity. The day was also featured tigy

many of the students as, despite it being a tiring day,
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the experience itself was amazing. Sam Mudge (Year
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2000 years ago and can be seen from space. Alice
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experience, rich in culture and fun. We all got on really

well. It was a once in a lifetime experience that | think

everyone will remember. My personal favourite

moments were the Great Wall, the Birds Nest Stadium
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The group enjoyed experiencing the Chinese culture
and had a lesson in calligraphy. Although they enjoyed
the Chinese food, by the end of the week many of the
group were craving English food and Yorkshire Tea!

China Trip
Thirty-eight Sixth Form students, accompanied by Mr

Waiting, Mr Gray, Miss Goundry and Mrs Barnes, took a

once in a life time trip to China over the February half
term holiday. The group visited famous sites such as the
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