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children. Having a thirteen year old myself, | know how little you are told about school life! Any enquiry | make abolut schoo
usually elicits a grunt at best.

Consequently we are launching our fortnightly newsletter for parents in the New Year. We have appointed two officialdPress an
Publicity Officers from our Sixth FomChris Chadwick and Lizi Legge. They now have responsibility for producing the fiyrtnight
newsletter and spreading the good news about Huntington School. In order to aid circulation of the newsletter and to save pap
we want to distribute the newsletter electronically. We will post the newsletter on the website, but we would also likabtebe

to email the newsletter directly to parents. To help us do that, please could you return the completed reply slip at thiethigsot
ySsaft SGGSNI (12 @2 dzN) ZesyfingRie ermbK al@eddisias GeamMbdy possiteasEturn the reply slip as
soon as possible in the New Year.

If you have a good news story which you think Chris or Lizi should cover in the newsletter then please email them tlo thietails
story and a contact telephone number. Their email addresses are:

Chris: chrischadwick13@googlemail.com

Lizi: lizi92@hotmail.co.uk.

Preparing Students for the Future

We are nearing the end of a very long and very successful Autumn Term. One of the issues that has been vexing us dver the pas
few months is how to ensure that our Year 11 students are motivated to work hard and smart as we approach the final GCSE
examinations in June. We have started a campaign which focuses upon ondtissbest preparation for the final examinations

is the dayto-day lessonsWe want to put the emphasis upon the lessons students have left before June rather than let them think
that extraordinary revision sessions just before the real examinations are going to magic better grades. We began a campaign
where we counted down the number of days and lessons left before the examinations. When we return to school in January there
will be 147 days and 425 lessons left before we break up for examinations in June. We think this is more than enough time for
students to prepare successfully for their GCSEs. Your support in emphasising the importance of knuckling down to some hard
graft from now until June will be crucial in our drive to raise the attainment of your sons and daughters this summer.

Festive Greetings

Finally, it is time to thank students and parents for all your support over the past few months. | feel we are workitog hard
provide the best possible education for our students and everyone is doing their part in helgmgapire confident learners who
will thrive in a changing worldOur staff are quite magnificent and on behalf of all students and parents | would like to thank them
for all they do to contribute to the success of Huntington School. Finally | would like to wish everyone a restful Chrestknasd

a wonderful New Year!

Yours sincerely

d;\,\:\\vmt’}

John Tomsett

Headteacher
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I/'we would like to receive Parental Newsletters by email at the following email address: ...........eeeiiiiiiiiecmemmmeeee e

Name of SON/AAUGNLEI: ... JFarmi
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Movember

November became Movember at Huntington School when male
members of staff grew beards and moustaches in aid of The

Prostate Cancer Charity. Celebrities such as Brad Pitt join in, so

the staff and governors decided to get a piece of the action too.
The charity itself has raised over £30million since it began and
each year more and more men take part. Movember celebrates

Awards Ceremony

The annual Awards Ceremony took place in December at
Central Hall on the University of York Campus. The chief
guest was Police Constable Lailah Najailah, former North
Yorkshire Police Constable of the Year. The night included
presentation of awards to a selection of students for
Commitment to the Life of the School and Commitment to

the moustache and beard each year by encouraging men to give
up their razors and go natural for the whole of November in order
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Academic work. Sports Awards and School Trophies were
also presented. GCSE Dance students performed and Year
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Lizi Legge

Dracula the Ballet

In September, a group of Year 13 English Literature

students took a trip to the West Yorkshire Playhouse to see
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Gothic novel gave the students a brilliant insight into the

text. As part of the A Level curriculum, students are

required to study two Gothic texts and this opportunity

was valued by everyone on the trip and thoroughly

enjoyed by students and teachers alike. The dancers told

the story through their movements rather than through
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Lizi Legge

A Team of Staff and Governors, including: Mr Bradbury; Mr
McCausland; Mr Masters; Mr Tomsett; Mr Kibble;
Mr Cartmail; Mr Elwell; Mr Foreman; Mr Gray; Mr Kelly; Mr Price;
Mr Sutton; Mr Uttley; Mr Walker, all vied for the most impressive
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money as a form (£40) and the school as a whole raised £300. Thé C%tﬁgg gﬂd\‘\]{/

GCSE and A Level Textiles students took a trip to the
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have ever done for Charityit itched and itched and it took me shopping and style shows. The journey took a total of 3
45 minutes to shave my beard and moustache off and it felt like  hours by coach but the day was well worth it. The students,
Yyé¢ FIFOS sta 2y TFTANBHE accompanied by three teachers, spent the day buying
clothes, jewelry and makap. They also took time out to
watch the spectacular show where models and dancers
took to the catwalk.
Lizi Legge
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The teachers have now returned to their usual, clshaven
states though all agreed it was a brilliant way to raise awareness.
Lizi Legge

Fantasy Football

ldzy GAy3id2y {OK22f A& LISNF2NX¥AYy3a @GSNE Hamgwon thaRediofial Award iadga { OFK
we have started in the same manner and top the Regional League table @gsjprecial mention must also go to Mr Elwell who is
currently 2£'in the country out of over 70 000 entrant¥Vith a busy festive period coming up | hope all our budding Alex

Fergusons will be making astute transfers to try and catch hinilinank you to all those students who take part and make it a

really enjoyable competition.

Mr Bruce

Rugby League j
Congratulations to the Year 8 and Year 9 Rugby League teams with their progression in thqg
Champion Schools Cup. The Year 8 team, having beaten Woodkirk, Leeds and Kelvin Hal g
LINEINB&a (2 GKS vdz- NGSNI CAylfa F3arayad €I
Year 9 team play Honley, Kirklees in th&ffRound match in the New Year. Excellent
achievement boys, well done!

Mr Hunt
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Metamorphosis

Heard the one about the man who turned into a giant beetle? Just woke up one morning, and there he was. Six little leys, shi
black shell and great long feelers. Watch out. Metamorphosis is the word. Franz Kafka is the author.
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breadwinner, is now stuck in the form of a hideous dung beetle. A prisoner in h
own bedroom, incapable of speech, Gregor faces rejection and disgust.

On the evenings of 23 and 24 November A Level and IBD students put on a
performance ofMetamorphosis The production was directed by Sixth Form
student Sophie Kleanthous and drama teacher Miss Parker. The play received
fantastic reception from audiences on both evenings and featured the acting
GFLftSyta 2F bAOK2fl aolO! @g2&3x . NIyR2yYy
lead roles.

The performance featured a chorus strikingly dressed in black and white. It
included Jessie HaughteBhaw, Dom Littler and Sarah Gibbon. Acting as one, the chorus created real dramatic impact. didt only
they vary the dynamics. They helped Beetle, Nichola, to hang upside down and all over the bars of the set.

GDNBI2NNa 0SRNRB2Y GdzNYySR Ayid2 | 0SSitS OF3S¢

¢KS LINRBRdAzOGAZY YIRS SEOSttSyid dza8 2F (GKS 5NI Yl RSLINIGYSYyGQ
Matthew Edmondson, dressed the performance in atmospheric colours and sounds. The set was ingeniously constructedatt was a
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The performance showcased immense talent, not only within the Drama department, but also the wider school. The production was
a triumph, a credit to the many hours of rehearsal put in by the directors, the technical team and the cast. Their harddwoifk
in a stunning piece of theatre.

Chris Chadwick

Newcastle Trip

The AS Level Geography students, accompanied by Miss Palin, Mrs Brian and Miss Gill, went to Newcastle for two days, in order
collect vital data for their course. They explored different areas of the city including Byker and Chinatown; they séayesigh

Despite complaints about the wet weather, students also enjoyed a visit to the Big Sheep Little Cow Farm on the way home.

Lizi Legge

The Pantomime
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performed during the last week of term to a variety of audiences: local primary school children, senior citizens whohegtend t
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December and Wednesday 16 December.
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appearance having undergone a transformation by the costume department with Jonny Smith and Oliver
Constable inside him. The sets are made, the dances are choreographed, the music is arranged, and the
show is performed entirely by the Sixth Form students with help from drama teachers Miss Veasey and
ahaa tStfteay2dzyGSN® ¢KS YdzAAO 61+ a | NNIy3aISR 6@ 0c
| expertly choreographed by Gabriella Chadwick in Year 13. Musical numbers include an unusual
LISNF2NXYI yOS PRokerfdc® RELY BDI2HI(Q&E eCUIKISA Y IQ O1 98SR t SI &
as enthusiastic as ever, with the dancers (both male and female) making the panto complete. We must
not forget the wonderful lighting and sound directors, Matthew Edmondson and Martin Munro, without
whom the show could not go on. The talent within the Sixth Form is always of an incredible standard but
GKA&E @SIENJGFH1Sa AG G2 | yS¢ tSOStd LIQA RSTFAYAL
Lizi Legge
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Charity Week

Charity Week has always been the weirdest and most wonderful week in the school calendar. This year we raised £3600 poul
which was donated to NSPCC, Snappy, Lepra, Help For Heroes and Water Aid.

Preparations were well under way as | went along the corridors on Monday morning. Posters advertised the traditional fevents ¢
Sumo Wrestling, Cake Stalls, iPod Shuffle and of course The Charity Show. On Wednesday afternoon | entered the spbés hall t
FILYAEAIN) GdzyS 2F G¢KS CAYylf [/ 2dzy(iR26yéDd { LIANRGA ¢S NBenthftizy y A
teacher vs. teacher Sumo Wrestling.
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This year saw record levels of participation and featured appearances from teachers of almost every department. Encumbered
they were by gigantic padded sumo suits members of staff fought bravely. In the end though, it came down to newcomer M
Pelleymounter vs. the old hand of English department Mr Quigley. An epic battle ensued but eventually Ms Pelleymoumtbefell t
arena floor and Mr Quigley was crowned champion. | caught up with Mr Quigley after his victory to gain an exclusivetmsiight i
LISNF2NXIFyOS® ¢KS FfdzaKSR FyR ag¢gSlFiAy3a OKIFYLAZ2Yy OfFAYSRY a
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Clink, Clatter, Thud. Students of all yggoups dropped their 50 pences into the charity bucket on Thursday afternoon foPtte
Shuffle. | made my way to the front and a bizarre spectacle met my eyes. A crowd of students had taken to the danck floor;
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Each new round of dancing narrowed down the competitors until only a select group remained: two students
clad in the panto camel suit, Alice Dunn and Amy Twiddle and the relentless juggernauts Jack Smallwood ar
Sasha Dhesi. Eventually though it was the gymnastic stylings of Jack Smallwood that earned him first place ant
£15 HMV voucher.
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of course the Disnethemed teacher and student fancy dress extravaganza.
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band and even puppeteers took to the stage to show their talent. | particularly enjoyed the group dance acts,
and the solo dancing of Abbi Holmes was fantastic. The comedy styling of Gabriella Petruso and her team wel
{32 KAIKEE SYdiSNIFAyAy3ad ¢KS ONBg KFR GKSANI LzLILIS
\ the audience laughing out loud. However the highlight of the show had to be the singing of Eve Spofforth
q 002YLI yASR o0& GKS LALYy2 2F blil&aKl aSNNAGGP ¢KS
¥ ended the show on a memorable high note.
j Chris Chadwick

Eve Spofforth

Dance Festival

Students from Year Six to Sixth Form performed to a packed dance studio.

The evenings of 1 and 2 December brought a real buzz to the start of advent. It was the Huntington School Dance Festival. The
evening featured students of all ages getting up on stage and giving it their all. The two hour show was packed fullanictitlen

was the first time many of these students had performed to a large audience, they held their own fantastically howevercdd da
with grace and confidence.
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Almost one hundred students performed throughou
the evening to a vast range of music and in numero
RATFSNBy (it BOR S8§ & NBwkiat
WI- &h# from break dancing to ballet. This was an
action packed evening to remember.

Chris Chadwick
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Christmas Party for the Cook Club

hyS 2F | dzydAy3i2 surfelekaiRifieQid theyLbweeSchddt QolkClub, run by Mrs Burns and Sixth Foms. helpe
The Club is held after school on Tuesdays and they had a party for their last session of the term. The students ditédatsitdo
make a party dish, with team that finished first being crowned the winners. Olivia Pierotti (Year 12) led her team tomitory
Christmas Pudding Buns. The dishes were eaten by the students, with a lot of help from the Sixth Formers, after they had all
Ay oflyl1Siaeg oKAOK A& | dzA

finished. Adam Taylor (7G) saidl. Q@S S| GSy y LA 3
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Weihnachtsmarkte!

Students have been enjoying the delights of Christmas the Germag
way, with trips to sample the delights of the markets, gifts, food and
decorations! Mrs Smith organised a trip to Cologne for 41 student$
from year 8, accompanied by Miss Pinder, Mr Littlewood, Mr Crabtree,

Miss Nienstedt and Mrs Gravely. Everyone had an amazing time,
visiting the beautifully lit market stalls, the Lindt chocolate factory gnd

Youth Hostel, everyone had some exhilarating fun on the white
knuckle rollercoasters at Phatasialand before making the journey

home.

Meanwhile, 25 students from Years 11 and 12 travelled a little lesq far
G2 OAaAld GKS DSNXIY YINJSdGa Ay [SSRaz 6AGK aNB hQbSAff|z
Christian (the German language assistant). They also had a great [ime
and practised their German on the stall holders who were very

pleasantly surprised to hear students able to communicate in their

language.

A special thank you to all the students who were a pleasure to be with and who made it such fun, and to all the stafhfpirput
the time and effort to organise the trips and accompany the students.

PDP Drama Performance

This photograph is courtesy of Photography PDP
student, Bradley Bailey who is an aspiring
photographer.

Every Wednesday afternoon, Year 12 and 13 students participate in a
chosen activity within the PDP programme. This term, the Drama group
created a production of Hansel and Gretel with their own twist. The
group worked hard for 7 weeks to perfect the performance, working
from scratch with no script, to be ready to perform it to Year 1 pupils at
Huntington Primary School. The show was a success with a lot of
cleaning up afterwards after Stephen Wright took a pie to the face
during his final scene. The children loved the performance and sent
thank you cards to the group, which are displayed outside the Sixth
Form Study Room. The group itself had great fun throughout and look
forward to another term of drama PDP.

Lizi Legge
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