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At Huntington School, we strongly believe that people 
matter most! We believe that our school is made a 
special place by the students and staff who come here 
together to learn. We believe that positive, respectful 
relationships between everyone in our school is crucially 
important in making Huntington an exciting place to 
study. 
 
We think that we have created an atmosphere at 
Huntington where we can all thrive together, where the 
conditions for growth are just right. This was recognised 
by Ofsted during our last inspection in November 2023 
and their report stated that ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
opportunities. The school opens doors to new 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴǎ ǇǳǇƛƭǎΩ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΦ tǳǇƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ 
polite, friendly and highly motivated to do their 
ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ōŜǎǘΦέ 
 
Our school focuses on building positive and respectful 
relationships among everyone in our community 
because we know how vital they are for creating a 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ !ǘ IǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
conditions where everyone can thrive together, making 
sure there are great chances for growth for each person. 
!ǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǳǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 
from the Huntington community, giving you a taste of 
what life is like at our school; to enjoy the full sense of 
Huntington School we hope that you will visit us to 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ΨIǳƴǘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
hand; please just contact us at any time of the year for a 
tour. 
 
We look forward to meeting you. 

 

 
 

 
  

ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ 
respectful relationships 
between everyone in our 
school are crucially important 
in making Huntington an 
exciting ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅΦέ 
 

Headteacher 
Matt Smith 

           WELCOME TO HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 
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                Vision & Values 

 
Our school has three core values: Respect, Honesty and 
Kindness. Every single person is expected to try as hard 
as they can to live by these values every single minute of 
every single day. We think that if we can all be 
respectful, honest and kind we will have a school where 
we can all enjoy being successful. 
 
ω Our school motto is Learn and Succeed. We feel that 
this epitomises the purpose of why we all come to 
school. We come to school to learn ς both, academically 
but we also learn how to succeed as confident people. 
 
ω Our school is a safe, inclusive and welcoming 
community that everyone feels proud to be part of. 
 
ω We hold high ambition, positive relationships and 
mutual respect at the core of our school culture. 
 
ω Our school develops confidence, resilience and 
independence for all by delivering a high-quality, 
evidence informed education.  
 
ω We celebrate our achievements, learn from our 
mistakes and support each other to be responsible and 
hard-working citizens. 
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At Huntington School, in partnership with parents and carers, we have a responsibility to 
prepare students for success in their ongoing education or career, and for life in modern 
Britain. 
 
The curriculum we provide extends beyond the academic, technical or vocational, and we 
are committed to also educating students about how to be responsible citizens. 
Our Personal Development programme is carefully planned and considered so that it 
provides students with the knowledge that they need to make decisions, strengthen them 
personally, and contribute to building their character. 
 
It includes the following aspects: 
 
 

PSHE 
 
One of the main ways that we prepare young people for the next step in their education and 
their later employment is through a comprehensive and thoroughly planned PSHE education 
programme. 
 
PSHE (personal, social, health and economic education) is an important and necessary part of 
ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ 
PSHE and it is delivered as part of our core curriculum, with all students receiving one lesson 
a week from Y7-Y13. 
 
We use our PSHE education programme to equip students with a sound understanding of risk 
and with the knowledge and skills necessary to make safe and informed decisions. 
You can access information about the curriculum we deliver to each year group on our website 
and will see that we include and build upon the statutory guidance in order to reflect both the 
universal needs of young people, and the unique needs identified in our school community. 
 
We believe it is important that lessons are delivered by form tutors who have well-developed 
and secure relationships with the students. 
 
By working closely with our SEND department, we ensure that as part of the planning and 
delivery of all lessons, adaptations are made for students with additional needs so that all 
students can access the sessions.  

            PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
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Citizenship 
 
All students receive a high-quality citizenship education that helps to provide them with 
knowledge, skills and understanding to prepare them to play a full and active part in society. 
Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪŜŜƴ ŀǿŀǊeness and 
understanding of democracy, government and how laws are made and upheld. Students are 
equipped with the skills and knowledge to explore political and social issues critically, to weigh 
evidence, debate and make reasoned arguments. It also prepares pupils to take their place in 
society as responsible citizens, manage their money well and make sound financial decisions. 
 

ά¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-thought-out professional development programme for 
staff, which is supported effectively by the Research School. As a result, staff 
ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŀǊŜŀǎΦέ 
 
OFSTED 2023 
 
Citizenship is taught to students through their PSHE education, but citizenship also embodies 
the ethos of everyday life at Huntington School. Students are encouraged to play an active 
role in the school, through the student parliament and many other roles that students can play 
in the running and decision-making of school life. During lessons students are regularly 
provided with opportunities to consider the views of others, weigh evidence and articulate 
reasoned responses. 
 
 

CAREERS EDUCATION 
 
Careers Education, Information and Guidance (CEIAG) is delivered by our Aspirations 
Department. The curriculum is planned and delivered in line with the Gatsby Benchmarks that 
define what world class careers provision in education looks like. It also uses the suggested 
frameworks of the Career Development Institute (CDI). This is taught to students through their 
PSHE education, but also through drop-down days and events such as the annual Aspirations 
Fair, UCAS exhibition and visits to a range of post 16 providers. 
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άtǳǇƛƭǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ tǳǇƛƭ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻƭŜ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅΦέ 
 
OFSTED 2023 
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HUNTINGTON RESEARCH SCHOOL 
 
We are part of the Research School Network, which is a group of schools that support the 
use of evidence to improve teaching practice. We provide training and professional 
development for senior leaders and teachers on how to improve classroom practice based 
on the best available evidence. Our work as Research School helps enhance our focus upon 
developing truly great teaching. 
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Growing Our Brains! 

 
We believe every single one of us can get better at everything if we try. We know this is true 
because the evidence shows that we are able to learn strategies that make us more effective 
learners, which enables us to improve. We feel that developing a determined and deliberate 
approach to study will help our students gain excellent examination results and also create 
well-rounded citizens of the future, individuals who are healthy, happy and self-confident 
enough to care for themselves and others.  

Creating a Truly great 
Learning Environment 
 
We are dedicated to using the evidence to 
support every teacher to improve, not because 
they are not good enough, but because they 
can be even better. We are never satisfied and 
constantly work hard to improve the quality of 
learning and teaching. We aim for every lesson 
to be great! 
 
Huntington staff realise that training is very 
important, and we meet for two hours every 
fortnight to help each other become even 
better teachers. Truly great teaching can only 
take place within a disciplined environment.  
 
At Huntington students have a responsibility to 
promote high quality learning in classrooms 
through their good behaviour. We expect 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ 
It follows that we expect the best standards of 
behaviour in school at all times. We want our 
school to be a civilised place which has a 
positive effect upon all those who learn and 
work here. 
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Student Leadership 
 
We are committed to providing opportunities for student leadership as we believe that every 
student has the potential to be a successful leader. We have a very active Student Parliament 
with a representative from every form group. 
 
This allows students to take a role in shaping our school community and develop positive skills 
in the process, benefiting their school life and beyond. We aim to ensure that opportunities 
are inclusive and that all of our students 
experience these principles and practices. 
 

Academic Support & Guidance 
 
²Ŝ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ points throughout the year. 
Students sit examinations at the end of each year where their outcomes are reported home. 
! ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǊƳ ¢ǳǘƻǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ student in school. They have 
conversations with students concerning their progress and welfare at regular intervals 
throughout the year. The conversations encourage students 

to look at how they might improve their learning. 
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Extra-Curricular 
Opportunities 
 
We believe in supporting classroom learning with 
enjoyable and stimulating extra-curricular 
opportunities. At Huntington School there is a 
broad range of lunchtime and after-school 
activities, spanning the musical, artistic, social and 
sporting domains and these are open to all young 
people. 
 
Educational visits are also a major feature of our 
ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜƴǊƛŎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
years, there have been visits abroad to France, 
Germany, Iceland, Italy and Belgium. Closer to 
home we have taken students to Art Galleries in 
Liverpool, to the theatre in Manchester, to the 
House of Parliament in London and even Flamingo 
land in Pickering! 
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Success For All Our Students 
 

We want to see every student succeed. Our support and guidance ensure that everyone 
makes excellent progress. We fully support our students who have special educational 
needs and disabilities and we are determined to provide stimulating educational 
experiences to stretch academically our students who have a real desire for extra 
challenge. We believe in the limitless potential of our students and all our students 
deserve an education, which enables them to be as successful as possible. 
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Rewarding Our Students 
 
At Huntington School community we value: 
 

ω wŜǎǇŜŎǘΤ 
ω IƻƴŜǎǘȅΤ 
ω YƛƴŘƴŜǎǎΦ 
 
Our rewards policy works to create and promote a positive working environment that 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ 
achievements are recognised. Reward points can be traded in by the students via our 
online shop. Our form tutors celebrate success weekly during registration and school hold 
regular awards events. 
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Sixth Form 
 
Our outstanding Sixth Form offers excellent learning and teaching, exciting extra-curricular 
activities and genuine support for each individual student. Our students are constantly 
challenged to reach the highest possible standards in their work. We offer a huge range of 
extra-curricular activities including sport, theatre, music, community activities, and charity 
work. We ask all our students to contribute to the school, local or international community 
and as a result they are looked on as leaders by younger students in school. 
 
Our Sixth Form offers a broad range of courses. There is a wide range of A Level and Level 3 
courses available. Results are consistently excellent, and this enables our students to enjoy 
great success in higher education and employment. 
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PROSPECTUS 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A copy of this prospectus is available in alternative formats (braille or enlarged print) on 
request to Mrs Beth Prihar, PA to the Senior Leadership team at the school 
(b.prihar@huntington-ed.org.uk)  
 

     SCHOOL INFORMATION 

mailto:b.prihar@huntington-ed.org.uk


  

  

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 15 

 

CONTENTS 

 
 
 

SECTION 1 
 
School Organisation 
The Pastoral System 
The Sixth Form  
 
 

SECTION 2 
 
School Curriculum 
Year 7 
Year 8 
Year 9 
Year 10 and 11 Courses 
The Sixth Form 
PSHE (Personal, Social, Health and 
Economic Education) 
RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION 3  
 
For Reference 
Absence 
Accidents and Illnesses 
Achievements 
Admissions 
Anti-bullying Policy 
Behaviour 
Cashless Catering 
Charging Policy 
Child Protection 
City of York Educational Services 
Computers: Access Protection 
Daily Routine 
Data Protection 
Disabilities 
Early Arrival 
Equipment 
Homework 
Home School Agreement 
Learning Support Department 
Lunchtime 
Making Enquiries, Raising Concerns or Making a 
Complaint 
Medical Needs and Students Requiring 
Medication 
Police Links 
Property 
School Uniform 
Student Voice 
Telephone Switchboard 
Term Dates 
Transport 
Visiting the School 
 
 

SECTION 4 
 
Examination Results 
 

     CONTENTS 



  

  

HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 16 

 

 

SECTION 1: SCHOOL ORGANISATION   
 

 
THE PASTORAL SYSTEM AT HUNTINGTON SCHOOL 
Our pastoral system is based on Year group teams. 

Each Key Stage has a designated Assistant Headteacher and a Progress Leader and each Year 
has a Head of Year and an affiliated member of the Student Support Leader team. 

The Assistant Headteachers will lead the pastoral support within their Key Stage and be the first 
point of contact for Heads of Year. 

The Progress Leaders monitor the progress of the students within their Key Stage and ensure 
action is taken to prevent underachievement.  They lead the Student Progress School 
Leadership Team meetings after each data entry. 

Heads of Year work closely with the Form Tutors to ensure that the students within their year 
are supported effectively. They support the students and form tutors during the PSHE sessions 
and in form time. 

The Student Support Leaders are assigned one to each Year team. They provide general support 
with regard to behaviour, well-being and attendance within the Year whilst working to support 
some of our most vulnerable students. 

A further important element of the pastoral team is the development of our PSHE curriculum.  
Heads of Year will liaise with the Subject Leader for PSHE, Beth Pelleymounter. 
 
The current structure looks like: 
 
Designated Safeguarding Lead: Gail Naish 
 
KEY STAGE 3 
Assistant Headteacher: Kim Brown 
   Head of Year Student Support Leader 

Year 7 Ronnie Kettlewell Katie Melsom 

Year 8 Claire Hadcroft 9Ƴƛƭȅ hΩ[ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ 

Year 9 Natalie Elliott Helena Tomlinson 

 
KS3 Progress Leader: Niall Meldrum 
  
KEY STAGE 4 
Assistant Headteacher: Tom Paley 

   Head of Year Student Support Leader 

Year 10 Amy Young Louise Booth 

Year 11 Emma Townsend Toni Giblin 

 
KS4 Progress Leader:  Clare Johnson 

     SECTION 1: SCHOOL ORGANISATION 
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SIXTH FORM 
 
Director of Sixth Form:     Hugh Richards 
Head of Year 12:        Rachel Wilson 
Head of Year 13:        Laura Hopson 
Student Support:        Amanda Blunt 
 
All members of the Sixth Form are assigned to personal tutors who act as monitors of their 
academic progress and mentors during their years in the Sixth Form. 
 
Sixth Formers have the use of private study areas and a Common Room and open access to the 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ L/¢ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜ 
their time in such a way that they are properly prepared for the independence found in higher 
education or the responsibilities of a professional career. 
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SECTION 2: THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
 

  

 

 
YEAR 7 
 
The following subjects are taught:  English; Mathematics; Science; French, German or Spanish; 
Drama; Physical Education; Art; Geography; History; Music; Religion, Philosophy & Ethics (RPE); 
Design & Technology; and Information Communication Technology.  
  
Students study either French, German or Spanish.   A small number of students will not follow 
a discreet modern foreign language in Year 7; instead they will have extended literacy provision 
which will include an introduction to modern foreign languages. 
  
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƳƛȄŜŘ ŀǘǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ΨƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΩ 
group in English. In Science, support groups are identified. In Mathematics, students are placed 
in groups suited to their current and prior attainment. 
  
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Řŀƛƭȅ ŦƻǊƳ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƘƻǳǊ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨaмΩ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ aм ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ t{I9 όtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
Education) and RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) programmes, as well as Citizenship.  
Students develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy 
and safe, and prepared for life and work.  The programme aims to develop skills and attributes 
such as resilience, self-esteem, risk-management, team working and critical thinking in the 
context of three core themes: health and wellbeing, relationships and living in the wider world 
(including economic wellbeing and aspects of careers education). 
  

YEAR 8 
 
Students continue with the same broad range of subjects they began in Year 7. Students will 
continue to study one Modern Foreign Language but will be offered the opportunity to study a 
second language.  Students are taught in mixed attainment groups for most subjects. In Science, 
support groups are identified. In Year 8 Mathematics, students are placed in groups suited to 
their current and prior attainment.  
  

YEAR 9 
 
In Year 9, students continue to study the suite of subjects in the broad and balanced KS3 
curriculum they studied in Years 7 and 8. Students are taught in mixed attainment groups for 
most subjects. In Year 9 Mathematics and Science students are placed in groups suited to their 
likely GCSE entries. 
 
 

     SECTION 2: SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
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The school is committed to the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum for all students 
and to this end we offer students the chance of choosing two/three of the following additional 
subjects: Art, Art and Design Textiles, Business Studies, Computer Science, Design & 
Technology, Drama, Food Preparation and Nutrition, a second Foreign Language, Geography, 
History, Health & Social Care, Information Technologies, Media Studies, Music, PE (GCSE), 
Religion, Philosophy & Ethics (RPE GCSE), Physical Education, and a BTEC course in Home 
Cooking. 
 
A small number of students will be invited to follow a skills-related Foundation Learning course; 
AQA Unit Award scheme. This course is of particular benefit to students for whom a large 
number of GCSE examination courses would not be the most appropriate pathway.  
 
Alongside their examined qualifications, students also study several important non-examined 
courses: 
ω ΨaмΩ t{I9 όtŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŀƭ IŜŀƭǘƘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴύΣ w{9 όwŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜȄ 
Education), Citizenship and Careers programme;  
ω   /ƻǊŜ t9Τ 
ω   /ƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΣ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ǘƘƛŎǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΥ ΨtƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΩΦ  
 

YEAR 10 AND 11 COURSES 
 
All students, with certain exceptions which are detailed below, follow courses in English, 
Mathematics and Science.  The majority also study a Modern Foreign Language, and all students 
also select either History or Geography. 
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Applied Science 
Art and Design: Fine Art 
Art Design: Textiles 
Biology 
Business Studies 
BTEC Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 
BTEC Medical Science 
Chemistry 
Computer Science 
Criminology 
DT: Product Design 
Economics 
English Language   
ICT 
Mathematics 
Mathematics ς Further 
Media Studies 
Music 

Music Technology 
Physics 
Photography 
English Literature 
Food Science & Nutrition 
French 
Geography 
German 
Health & Social Care 
History  
Politics 
Psychology 
Religion, Philosophy & Ethics 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Sports Studies 
Theatre Studies 

  
 

THE SIXTH FORM 
The Sixth Form is a thriving community of over 300 students which provides a supportive yet 
challenging environment designed to fulfil and extend the potential academic, personal and 
social ambitions of everyone.  Each student embarks upon an individually tailored course 
suited to their ability.   
  
Subjects available are: 

 


