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What is an apprenticeship?

An apprenticeship is a paid job where you gain a qualification. 
Apprentices either work for several weeks and then spend a week 
in college/training, or they work four days a week and go to 
college one day a week.



Is an apprenticeship right for you?

• Don't know
• Easy option
• I want money
• I don't know what 

career I want

• Practical Learner
• Proactive person
• I know what I want 

to do
• Prepared to work 

hard



When can I start?

Year 11s can apply!

You will need to be 
at least 18 (21 for 
the higher levels)



What happens after my apprenticeship? 

• Stay on and continue working with the company.

• Progress to a higher-level apprenticeship.

• Use your qualification and experience to work with another 
employer.

• Go to university (the route will depend on the level of 
apprenticeship you completed).



Back Ups…

• Since 2016 it has been a legal requirement that young people must be in 
Education until they are 18.

• More things can go wrong with apprenticeships, so apprenticeship 
applicants must also apply to a suitable college or sixth form as a back 
up!

• The exception is York College, who will move 
apprenticeship applicants onto a different 
programme if something goes wrong!



What is going to help me get an apprenticeship (now and in the 
future)?
• Good grades – Employers want to see commitment and 

effort. Strong grades show you turn up, work hard, and 
finish what you start.

• A solid work ethic – Employers look for people who are 
reliable, motivated, and willing to learn.

• Lots of work experience – Part-time jobs, volunteering, 
placements, your own projects all prove you can 
work with others and handle responsibility.



What is going to help me get an apprenticeship (now and in the 
future)?
• A strong well-written, and professional CV is often the first 

impression an employer gets, so it needs to show your skills, 
achievements, and enthusiasm.

• Good communication skills like able to talk to people, listen 
properly, write clearly, and come across well in conversations 
or interviews makes a huge difference.

• Confidence and resilience – Keep applying, keep improving, 
and don’t give up when things don’t go your way. 



Where can I get help with these?

• Make the most of your time in school—now and in Sixth Form/College!

• The Huntington School Aspirations website has lots of useful 
information. The Year 10 Work Experience section includes a basic 
CV-writing guide, and the Useful Aspirations Websites section offers 
general guidance on a wide range of topics.

• Unifrog is also a fantastic resource, with clear guides on jobs, 
applications, and CVs. It’s your school email to get logged on!

https://www.huntingtonschool.co.uk/page/?title=Aspirations+Careers+Department&pid=88


Where can I get help with these?



And of course—come and speak to Mr Daniel!

How to get Careers Advice at Huntington:

Students:
• You can contact Mr Daniel via email at s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk for 

remote advice.
• You can book face to face meetings with Mr Daniel by emailing directly or 

by speaking to your form tutor. 
• You can call into the Aspirations Office before school, after school, during 

break and during lunch without an appointment.

Parents/Carers:
• You can also contact Mr Daniel via email at s.daniel@huntington-ed.org.uk 

for remote advice.
• If you would rather telephone, please contact Aspirations 01904 752113.
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I want an apprenticeship now…

https://www.huntingtonschool
.co.uk/page/?title=All+Years+A
spirations+Information&pid=1
94 
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1) Ask around...

Find somebody who will take you on as an apprentices by asking friends 
and family, emailing your CV to companies, calling/visiting companies (big 
and small) to ask if they have apprenticeship vacancies!

If you find an employer who will take you on, but doesn't know much 
about it, let Mr Daniel know!

Question 1) Are you looking for an apprentice? No...
Question 2) Could you give me some work or work experience? No...
Question 3) Do you know anybody else who might be able to help?



2) Apply for vacancies…

• Use google, other job search sights (like 
Indeed) to search for apprenticeships, and 
apply for them. You can also go directly to 
company websites and look in their career's 
sections. 

• Register for the York Apprenticeships 
email for regular updates and register to 
the Government Find an Apprenticeship 
Website.

https://facebook.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0145cd66bfcf94ce5229a560&id=d9258a6b5a
https://facebook.us8.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d0145cd66bfcf94ce5229a560&id=d9258a6b5a
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship


3) Contact the providers…

Aswell as asking employers and applying for vacances. You can go directly 
to training providers who run apprenticeships. The main provider in York is 
York College (various), but there are others too like CITB (construction), 
Derwent Training (engineering), Askham Bryan College (land/animal), 
Learning Curve (various including hair/beauty) and JTL (electrical).

https://www.yorkcollege.ac.uk/apprenticeships
https://www.citb.co.uk/courses-and-qualifications/citb-apprenticeships/become-a-citb-apprentice/
https://derwenttraining.co.uk/
https://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/apprenticeships/
https://www.learningcurvegroup.co.uk/contact/
https://jtltraining.com/


3) Contact the providers…

You can find even more providers across the region by using the Government’s 
employer ‘Find apprenticeship training’ tool. 

It’s mainly designed for employers to search for training providers to support 
their apprenticeships, but you can use it too. 

It helps you find providers who work locally, 
and from there you can follow the links to their 
individual websites, where you may find vacancies, 
application advice, and extra guidance.

https://findapprenticeshiptraining.apprenticeships.education.gov.uk/search


Go to this… 



What if I don't get an apprenticeship before September? 

• Go do your back-up course! You need to be in education anyway, and it 
will help you build useful skills while you look for an apprenticeship.

• Apprenticeships can come up at any point in the year, and you’re free to 
leave your back-up course as soon as you secure one.

• Employers often contact apprenticeship providers (like the college) 
when they need apprentices. If you’re already on a course and working 
hard, opportunities are much more likely to come your way.



Summary… 

• Only choose an apprenticeship if it truly suits you — they take more work 
to secure than college or sixth form.

• Lots of support is available on the Huntington website and Unifrog — 
useful now and in the future.

• Use all methods to find opportunities (ask around, apply for vacancies, 
contact providers).

• If you’re applying now, have a backup and don’t be disappointed if you 
haven’t secured one by September.

• Attend the Apprenticeships Fair in March (details TBC).
• See Mr Daniel if you need help. 
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